The laws imposed in the middle ages in England and throughout Europe show the common belief that leprosy is spread from the infected to the healthy by contact, and it was largely due to this belief that the incidence of leprosy diminished and the disease had almost died out of England by the end of the 16th century.
In the 17th century unfamiliarity with leprosy and new teaching with regard to heredity swayed * Being a paper read at the meeting of the Calcutta branch of the British Medical Association on Friday, 9th August, 1929. 
